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Surlal Customs in Ckaco Canyon
From mounds 5C, 51, and 53

Burials 1n Chaco Canyon have alwavas presented a
puzzle to archeologlats.for in splte of the fact that
Chaco was onee the home of thousands of people, very few
burlals have heen found in the area. One emplanation made
for the acarcity of dlscovered burials 1s that the old
river bed, since the time of @ccupation, has “een filled
in by deposlition to the level of fourteen of more feet alove
the erlginal ground level. Ierhaps the old hurlal grounds
were In thls area. In that case it would reoulre a tremen-
dous amount of excavation to uncover tre cemeteries of
théase anclent inkahitants.

The general bellef la however that the peoples of
Craco hurled trelpr dead in cemeterles on the canyen floor.
This hellef 1g supjorted hy the fact that moat of the
inhablitan te of the northern fuehlo area used thls method
of dlsposlng of thelr dead. Thlas was undouhtedly the most
usual tvpe of burlal hut actual evidence of several other
tvpes of hurlals have been found in Be 50, 51, and 53; and
alao from the large rulns of Iueblo Bonito and Chetro Ketl.
Zvidence up to the prement time indlcates that at least
elr typea of burlals prevalled in tre Chaco Canyon Area:

l. Burlals in the valley floor

2. Burlals 1n moumds

3. Burlalas in Room fille ( moet of the hurlals in Be 50,
51, and 53 fall into thia =roup)

4. Burlale in refuse heape { Chetro-Ketl)

5. Burlale beneath houlders of talus slopes (Chetro Ketl)
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£; Child hurlals heneath the floors of rocms.( numerous
erxamples of thia type in Be 50, 51, and 53)

reprer aleso concluded that theee people ate human
flesh elther for ceremonlal pwrposes of hecauge they were
Fungry;: for he found worked human hones and cracked and
c¢aleined boner ln one room in Fuehlo Bonlito. This 1a a
further posalblility; hut there 1a no other evidence to
guprort this 4dea. The worklng on theee human hone= may
kate héen done later hy grave roh“ers, or otkers who
dlaturhed the old sraves whén new graves were dug.

Cremation 1ls another possihility for the Chaco area.
However no !vdence that egremation wss practiced has heen

uneoveped,

Be 50 and Be 51

1. Slxteen hurlals were removed from these two moundas.

A. Bix of them were orlented north- aocuth.

b. Two of them were oriented East-deat.

c. The pregt were too dlesturbed of cbservations

2. There were flve hurlale of the Fueblo 1., perlod. They

were All infanta- three of them were in room three, one

in room seven, and one heneath the weat wall of the game
fuehlo.None of thelr hody positions could he ascertalned
hecause trhey were too dlsturhed. These bhurlals were accompanled
hy Hed Mega Black on white howla.
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2.+ 3even hurlals of the fuehlo 2. period were foumd ln mound
50. Four of them were adulta: two males, one femsle, and ome
a0 badly dlsturbed am to indistlngulshable, Four of them wepe
found in room twenty-two, two in room elx, and one in room
€leven. Two of the adults were wrapred in matting; and one
of the infants wee wrapred &n a twilled mat.

all of theme gkeletons were accompanied with pottery
offeringe. These lneluded: a crude undecorated jar, a Me Elmo
Black on white jar, and Escavada hlack on white bhowl, a Gallup
hlack on white bowl, some tusayan polverrome ware, and a
wlneate hlack on red ware. Other artifacts such ams bone

awls, hone heads, and shell ornaments also were included in
the hurlal g.

Four burlials were removed from the one room exeavated
in mound S1. Three of them were sdults and one an saddlescent.
One male and one female were ldentifled- the other two were too
diaturbed to be identifgahle. One of the adults had asevepal
veéasals with him of Me Elmo black on white ware, of Kana-a Grﬁy
and of Zrxuherant corruzsted. The otheras were accompanled oenly
by Loksherda.

Be 5%

Puring the 1941 dlgeing on Be 53 twelve hurlals wepe
uncovered. Of the twelve hurlals found seven were adults, one
adoleacent, three infanta and one unldentiflable. Seven of them
wepre females and one male. Four of them were foumd 1in
room teén; three of room seven; one ln room fifteen; two in
room €ight; snd two in the dump hesp- Ea 20.
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Seven of the hurlials were orilented easst-west ( head
toward the weat) two were orlented North -south ( one wlth
head toward the north and one towsrd the gouth. Three of the
Skeletons were acattered over tre floor of the room and thelr
positlona could not he determined.

Six of the grour were accompanied hy pottery, and some-
times by other artifacts aleso. Cne other wsg acpmpanled only
by a wooden bow laid ohliouely acrose the bupial; hut this one
Fad no pottery with bim.The three burlals ascattered on the
fleor of room ten probably had been accompanled by pottery and
perraps other artifacts also - these things may have heen
removed by pre-hlsgtorle grave robhers.

Three of the burlals were in a right angle Tlexed
rosltion, three were extended hurlals, one was completely
flered and the remainder were too dlsturted to he distingulshed.
All of thkls &roup were almple ercasvatlions- scveral of them were
under the Iloor but tre majority had heen burled on the
floor in room fill.
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conclualons

Using these three mounds as typleal small house
sites in Chaco Canvon, we can drwo certaln gensral
concluslone a*out the hurial custome of ¢his type of slte,
particularly a%out the furniture found 1n auech huriale.
as prevbously stated we bhave no definlte information atout
regular hurials in cemeterieés. #@ can deduce however from
the searclitv of dlscoveded burials, and from the genersl
practices among the northern Fuehlos that cemetery burylng
wss slso practleced 1n Chaeco Canvon. The hurlals in BeS0,

51, and 53 towever glve us A rather representstive plcture
of room burialas in small bouse slte=s and tre furnlture
usually present in sueh hurlals.

Let us hegin witk the placement of tre hurial. Qut of
a total of twenty €latt hurlals we find that tem of the
akeletons were flexsd ( right angle and complete flexlen
are ahouteoually represented) Only five wepe ertended and
three of tree=e were infante, and thke other wae indlstingulshable,
One female a2dult was slepg found 1n a flexed positlomn.
Apparently the géneral custom wa= to place the burlal in
a fleved poslition. shether thie was part of a geremonial
practice or merely a lshor-savling device 18 not known; but in
as mueh s the ilnfante wers usually rlaced in an extented
poasltion 1t was ppobahly as much to save space and €nergy
as any other reason.

Eleven of them were orlented north-south , séven wWere
oriented east-west, one was orlented south-eask--north-weat;
and the others were so disturbed that thelr poeitlon could
not he determined. From the evidence gathered 1t doeg not
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aprear that there wias any preferred directlon of burial-
for East-ieat and nortt -south burials ape about €ausl in

numher.

Burlal Furnlture

Even from the limited number of hurials in these sitesg
weé can readlly see tre genepral practlices used in the matter
of bhurlal furniture. rottery is the one essential accompaniment
of a burial , and some pottery lg found in almost every buplal,
Tre very few hurlals which do not have =zome pottery represented
are elther théme of infants or hurlals whieh are so dig-
turbed that it 15 Iimpos-ihle to determine whether or not there
wsa someé pottepry present wren the individual wse huried.
de¢ may go further and state trat tre ;Ettfrv sp€cimens in
hurlale were prohahly among the most valuahkle housegold goods.
In nine easea out of ten the pottery is trade ware( which
would naturallvy he of more walue than hame made waresg) and
the guallity and heauty of the howlas and jJars ls above average
warea found on the same asltes outslde of the burlsals.

The nuantlty of pottery in each hurlal vari€s conslderably
from a few potsherdal in a infant'e grave uaually)ta as many
as alx beautiful bowls and Jars ( found in bhurlal numher ten
in Be 53)

No ganeral concluslion ecan bhe @rawn concernlng otherp
artifacts 1n the burials. They vary considerahly in quantity,
tvie of artifacts found, and ouality of the article; and in many
capes Artifacts other than pottery are entlirely ahaent: In a man's
grave mlght he found artleles wkileh he used durilng hlis llfe-
tim#=- a bow and srrow, oOoF a&an ax , opfF hone implementa.
Ornamente such as turguolee pendants, earrings etc. were
found &én hoth male and female graves. Someé examples of basketry
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and weaving were also found with sevenl of the burlals.
Ten of the hurlals were found wrapped in some sort of
mat- made of grasas, reeds, or sometlines of featheras. Although
the majoritv of buriale had no evlidence of wrapiing many of
them were so disturhed that any of the rémaining materlal
might have entirely Alsappeared. It would seem that wrapplng
thke hody helore hwrying was a géneral -uatum'iln the Chaco areas.
There are many aspecta of the hurlal ecomplex 1n Chaeco
Canyon ahout which we know nothing. Cur evamples are so few
and so limited in scope tkat 1t 1s impos-ihle for us to
make zeneral statements am such a hasle. #e do know that
pottery was fundamental in the burlal ritusal. +eré the pots
f1lled with food to provide suetenance for the deceased on
Fis journey to the lower world? &e can't answer this
with finality , but all the evidence polnta in that direction.
In most instancea any food materlal whleh might have heen
in the eontalners has long slnce leen decaved; but 1n a
few capes there wepe found actual remains of malze and other
food stuffs in the howls when they were uncovered. In
geveral of the burlals the howls were placed so that one was
inverted on top of another to provide a 11d; thle wae prohably
done to proteect the food econtente in the underneath bowl.
These ohservations gathered from so few burlale are
intepe=ting but very incomplete. #e could learn & gre : -
deal ahout Chaco people if we had a hetter knowledge of theélr
hurtal rites. Thegesmall beginnings should provide the spur’
whieh will lead others to find a more complete pleture of

hurlial custome in Chaco Canyon.



	000639CVR.pdf
	000639.pdf
	2103_C86079_01.tif
	2103_C86079_02.tif
	2103_C86079_03.tif
	2103_C86079_04.tif
	2103_C86079_05.tif
	2103_C86079_06.tif
	2103_C86079_07.tif
	2103_C86079_08.tif
	2103_C86079_09.tif
	2103_C86079_10.tif
	2103_C86079_11.tif
	2103_C86079_12.tif
	2103_C86079_13.tif


