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Desr Dr, Setzle r:

Thisyis the manuseript, incomplete, Jones hee never completed the
photdgravhiec work, hence pletes of photes are not ineluded, I have
not been eble to locate the artifacts from the feature, nor the
descriptive blanks for them., If and when I find these I will send
you thelr deseription to insert in the ms, Since there were only

a few,end they not signifiesnt, the conclusions will not in eny way
be modified, and the descrintive paragraph or page cen essily be
included in your comnleted menuscrint., I heave not attempted any
comperative studies nor documentrtion of similar finds. At the present
time end for some months to come I will simply not have time to do
8o, As to the diesgrems, it seems to me that another bloeck diagram
continuing the east-west secetion of Festure 2 fill and the overlyving
strata wonld be worthwhile, Since you heve already been kept waiting
eriminelly long,however, I will not further delay the ms, at this
moment,

I remein at your service to meke any chenges, edditions, or deletions
s tlhie ecese mey warrent thet vou shounld desire, TLols hes sided me
disgrems, end will continue to do 0. Plesse do not hesitate

to e#2ll oh us st any time,

Very singerely vours

0 1

- .
T+.Charles Kelley

1124% 7, Silver
‘\1lburaernue, New Wexico
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Excavation of Feature No.2 - BeS0 -~ Season of 1939

I. Introduction
At the northeast edge of BeS50 and underlying to some extent
the Pueblo II rooms end kiva is a ckicular subterrannean structure
tentatively identified as a kiva of early Pueblo I times, This is
tha'preliminary report on the discovery, excavation, and characteris-

tiecs of that structure.

(1978 %)

During prttiouﬁAseasonﬂ of work at Be50 a major test trench

had crossed Feature 2 exposing i%s upper walls and pE# enclosed
fill., A pronounced syncline in the stratayexposed the trench
well at this spot led to the discovery of the structure, During the
1938 Field Session at Be50, Helen Stevenson cleared away much of
the debris overlying the feature and partiaslly excavated its north-

east ocuadrant., At the beginning of the present session the writer was

assigned the excavation of Feature 2, as—his—gopeeial-projees.

Preliminary work consisted of the clearing away of debbis
accumulated during previous excavation, and the stripping of the
o
overlying strata ’)\ the northeast down to undgsturbed adobe outside

of the kiva, When a horizon&hl plane was established along the top
of the adobe the edge of the kiva was clearly outlined by the wall
plaster and the distinction between the y ashy fill and the
light compact adobe, The northeast quad;ZL was then cleared to

within two feet of the floorJ with—bae excentig#éé; a test block

left undisturbed near the center of the wuadrant, The southeast

quadrant was then cleared in a similiar menner, and the e%wéfe azstern-_
half troweled down to floor level, The test® block was excavaué%4in

w77 2% EZ;E m +pomLloor lavela
,3i§v$239 arbitqgfy level :ghe cuikzgka aterialyd
gﬁé—%he-feur—éﬁahg% 4floor level was kept isolated
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om that found in the general fill, Next the Pueblo I 1 suwperimposed
from tha g 2%; § A

upon the fill of the northwest _uadranﬁdwas removed and the fill of

Feature 2 - B@b50

that sector likewksie cleaned out to floor level. The southwest quadrant
with a superimposed Pueblo IT room and kiva upon the fill was left

unexcavated as a check section for demonstration purposes.

Fill was largely removed by use of shovel and wheglbarrow,
Wherever there was any question of the nature of the fill troweling
and the use of brusghes wss resorted to., The stratigraphic test Shelf
wag removed entirely by trowel and brush, The debris lying upon and
$two feet above floor level was similiarly excavated with trowel and
brush.

Pottery from the general fill was saved and sacked, as was
enimal bone and miscgllaneous artifacts, Artifacts of especial interest

from the fill and all artifacts, save pottery, from the floor and

debris immediately above it were located by triangulation from two

of three arbitrary datum stakes, Rottermy—firem—the Tloor and the OLOSGI?

II. The Site Prior to Excavation

Feature %Awas cut into undisturbe@ natural deposits., Tests

show that these deposits consist of horizontally bedded carbonaceous
shale, probably representing undisturbed bed rock, with interbedded
lintels of hard compact "elay", to an unknown depth, topped by an
accumulation of approximately 2 - 3 ft. of "adobe"clay, prbobably
alluvial in-orfgin., The later refuse deposits of BeS0 at this

spot rest discbnformably upon the surface of the adobe, and it was

into #»em this erosional surface,likewise, that the kiva was excavated.

The surfaée of the adobe was not-—tNASENERELy clecared sbeowewbibis

over a wide enoush area to exhibit its topogrephical features. It
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seems likely that the surfsce at the time of kiva exca¥ation
was a gently sloping surface of erosion from canyon edge to alluvial
flat,.

The cultural landscape at the loecality prior to the construction
of FPeature 2 is poorly known. Certainly at this spot there is no evi-
dence of a pre-construction occupation., From earlier work en BeS0
and BeS1l it seems probable  Lowewes., that an earlier settlement

existed within a few yards of the kiva locale,

ITI. Description of Feeture 2

A ground plen (Fig.]aL ), vertical sections (7ig. /454,&‘\ ), and
) (Xr55.2N3)
detailed drawings of especial featurés are attached, It does not seem
necessary therefore to go into detail in the following descriptions,
) /N
Since the drewings, plan, and sections are 3ive2ﬂscale, measurements
are likewise omitted in the text, unless they are lacking in the

diagrems.

Feature 2 is a roughly e¢ircular strueture cut into shale and

adobe, ITte walls are gimply the plastered sides of (the exeevabion
o Frsd A

(see Tig, /[ 0764. On-the northwest side "turtle-backs" of adobe had
been laid along the edge of the excavation to bring the all at that
point to the same approximete level as that of the south side, The
plasteied walls do not rise absolutely vertically but tend to over-
heng, skishbty—the—intbeniop, This is intensified at the "banquettes™
by the overhanging curb or lip of plaster, The floor consists of a thin
layer of adobe epplied to the roughly smoothed bottom of the excavation,

To the east of the stone slab partition the floor is higher by several

inches than elsewhere, rising to a peek near the inner opening of the

ventiletor from both side%)and having roughly the form of an alluvial
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fan with apex ss steted, This was a deliberate congtruction, weather-
ed shale having been epplied to the bottom of the excavation to

gein the form described, A thin layer of fine yellow sand covered the
floor #nd filled the pits and cavities therin, This was at first
thought to represent a wind-blown deposit accumulated tmmediately
after the nban@enment of the structure, Later studies showed that

it enparently ran beneath and partially behind the last coating of
plaster on the walls wheTe they contacted the floor end that metates
and other artifacts in the kiva rested upon it, It therefore séems
probable that this stratum represents a de¥iberzte trestment of the

floor by its lsst occupants.

Postholes were discovered in the north-west, north-east,
end south-east cormers, end a fourth probably exists beneath the
unexeevated block of f£ill in the south-west corner, A stone casement

supﬂdrted the north-west corner post demme, This post may have been

rﬂmpvpd Jéf POS substituted for a larze one, prior to
, &inee the floor overhung the north-

western edge of the post mold, The posthole &t the north-east

corner was a large one, approximately one foot in dlameter‘1~mhat

in the southeast corner was merely a shallow circulear denréssion. The
post, if ang,that had rested there was epperently based almost directly
on the kive floor. No evidence of roofing was found. Judging from

the depth of the structure it may have had a2 eribbed roof placed

directly on the wall tops, by four center sunport posts.

The externel opehdgg of the ventilator shaft, which lay to the

east ( east north-egst) of the Beature, was badly eroded, ﬂﬁparentiy
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it was merely a plastered earth cut, although the position of certain
stone slabs in its fill leaves available the possibility that it was
1ihcd with stone slabs., The horizontel passage was a simple ‘plasferedd
earth cut, reinforeced by small verticel poles slong the sides. Tt had
been dug much larger than its present size, apparently to facilitate
construction, and then forme& as at present by refilling with an adobe
edmixture containing charcoal, In shepe it varied from an oval on one
end to a rectengle with rounded corners on the other, The internsl
orfice was.unusnal in tvpe. A structure in the form ef half a trun-
¢ated cone of adobe and gtope slabs, flat or halved side to the well,
(Fisi2

been erected before itﬂﬁ“e trunceted surface was on a levéd with
the horizontal passsage of the ventildtor and represented an extension
of that nasgage into the kive., As a further elaboration’ adobe had been
epplied to the sides of the orfice and wall wdges of the truncated
eone giving the entire construction the form of an arm charr;with
rounded arms of adobe, In annearance it did not differ greatly from

some of the present Pueblo fireplaces,

(pi5:3)

The leflect034was formed of a large sandstone slab set on edsze
in the floor and leaning 81ightly towards the center of the kiva. It
ha® been covered with a thick rounded coating of adobe, much of which
has slumped away from the lower part of the slab, The slab 1itselfl is
now broken into several pieces, all of which still stand., Other stone
slabs set on edgea but at present lacking the adobe coatinaj curve
away towards the southeast and northeast walls from the ends of the.
deflector to form a rather high partition. The slebs of this partition

partially
at the northeast hﬁvaﬂfallen over; some that have completely topnled
still lie on the floor in the proper positions., An opening may have
been left in partition between the northesst post and the wall. As

previously noted the floor was higher to the east of this partition



woa&%aﬂg
Feature 2 - Beb0 6

and adjoining the ventilator then it was to the west,

(Fi; 3) the

The fire pit,,lying to the west oqﬂﬁeflactor and in "ceremonial
m

alignment®” with the interior ventilator orfice, is roughly circular
in form with the north side se#erély flattened, It was constructed
of stone slabs set on edse and covered with adobe, now burnt red and
hard, In places adobe was annlied directly to the sides of the pit
excavation, A curb of adobe raised the fire-pit edge slightly above
the surrounding floor level, Sandstone slabs formed the pit bottom,
When@ uncovered the pit was filled with loose gray sand containing
small flecks and occasional strips of charcoal, identified by Hawley
as cedar wood,

Approximately five feet west of the fire pit and in alignment
with the fire-pit- deflector- fentilator axis was a small hole

o
representing the sipapu.” This was an unplastered hole in the floor,

=

Identification by Sid Stallings and Stanley Stubbs,

approximately three inches in diamater by five inches dn depth, filled
with yellow sand in common with the other floor pits, Between it and
the firepit were two irregular shallow pits, the umage of which is

not elear,

On the north side of the feature the upner quarter of the wall
was cut back to form a long recess or'shal!;r%yﬁ@é%}?\;ﬂ%ﬁﬁgﬂ\y&

Lm yXbma A similar recess was present on the southwest
side, but here the western extent of the shelf cannot be determined
since it lies beneath the unexcavated columm of £ill, These recesses
are neatly plastered and have an upturned end outeurved adobe curb
or lip along their kiva edge., They bear no imprihts of post-butts
or other signs of usage of any sort, Whey are far too high above the

floor to have;sarved'as actual benches, Their general height, neat




Teature 2 - BeSO0 VA ﬁﬁbf?

construetion, and upturned lip suggest that they were simply shelves
for the storage or temporary retention of ceremonial or utilitarien

items.

At several places the floor was cut by roughly ovel shallow
pits with plastered sides and bottoms. No hint of their original
purpose was found, They were filled with the same fine yvellow sand
that covered the floor., Against the north wall a shallow pit, semi-
cireular in form, had been excavated and lined with adobe and stone
shabs set on end, This was possibly a stopage bin, In addition tb
these, numerous unplastered and irregularly shaped concavities in the
floor were encountered, All were ®illed with fine relIDW'sand.and

none revealed any clue as to their usage,

In the wall onf the east side wes a rough unlined eavity with
its bottom fifteen inches sbove the floor., Fxtending from the bottom
of this niche to the floor was a thin sandstone slab leaned with one
flat side plastered against the wall, A few feet to the west and
slightly higher was a roughly plastered shallow concavity in the wall,
In the northwest wali’az inches from the floor were three plastered
niches in a row, The end niches in the row were comparatively deep, the
middle one quite shallow. In the northeast wall there had apparently
been a deep plastered recess,or series of recesses sgide by side,
starting et floor level and extending upward 22 inches, Slumping of¥

the top and south sides of this recess has removed all trages of its

original form,

Numeroues items lay on the floor of Feature 2, Just south of
the ventilator opening a shallow "scoop” metate had been leaned against

TV PN TNy S
the wall, resting on one long edge and with its face To the wall,

emR
Further to the south a similar metate had been placed onAend with

the other end lesned against the angle formed by the junetion of the
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slab partition with the well, I%a—é@mnkmms likewise;%e the wall,
Just opposite the partition at this spot a thick flat stone rested on
the floor, Its unper face was a polished coneavity, Flat on the floor
a few feet south of the firepit was a shaned stone resembling a poker
chip broken in half, No hint es to its purpose was obtained, A large
thin unshaped sendstone sglab was léaned against the west wall, It
bore no marks of usage, but may have served as s hatech cover, assuming
from lack of a side entrace that the stmmeture was entered through the
roofs 1I% ma{qhave served as a cover for of & of the numerous filper pits.
Several miscellaneous stones, one an unused imported core of argelite

(?), rested on the floor at various localities, but mone appeared to

have any gspecial significsnece,

At the southwest corner of the interior ventidktor structure
the lower portion of an Abajo n-orange bowl rested on the
sandy floor, A portion of a culinary pot (Lino Gray) was found lying
againgt the northeast edge of the firepit., A large portion of a Iino
Gray seed bowl was discoWered in the fill of the ventilator tunnel,
but not resting on its floor., A few potsherds lay on the floor,
Laboratory classification of the pottery from the floor snd the
four inches of fill lying immediately above it, with the exception

of sherds from the test block, i= as followss

Type: No,Sherds Percentgge

Lino Gray 77 T7al%
Red Mesa Black-on-white 11 R % P 5 4
Forestdale Smudged 4 4,04
La Plata Black=onswhite 3 3403
Abajo Red-on-orange : 3 _ 3403
?scavadq\Black—on-white | 1.01

99 99,99

g
All pottery statistics are by Florence Hawley and the staff of the
Field laboratory,
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A Tew artifactes of stone and bone were likewise found in situ
on the kiva floor. TRy will be discussed in & later section of the

paner,

The combination of a deep subterranean eirculsr structure with
such characteristics as a specialized ventilator shaft, deflector,
sipapu,
fire pit, "banquettes", K and niches sugeests that Feature 2 was not
a secular structure but a speciaslized ceremonisl room, or kiva. This
tentative identification is féllowed throughdut this paper. The

ceramic types suggest the Red lMesa Pottery Complex, hence the age of

the structure was probably that of Pueblo I in the Chaco Canyon,
IV, Post-Kiva Rvents

There is no evidence available as to the length of time sepre-
A4 prrn, )

<enlfed—by the kivae eeewsmbien, Alfter its abandonment thin layers of
refuse accumulated on the floor and drifted against the wal%j &@wers
of wind-blown sand mingled and interbedded with the refuse, Following
this deposition a thick deposit of adobe, with very slight admixtures
of charcoal probably derived from overlying refuse, came into the kiva
from the west and south, and immediately thereafter a layer of large
slabs of carbonaceous shale, These two strata are notebly lakking
in cultural inclusions, Since the normal profile of deposits at Be50,
below the cultural duvmps, is adobe underlain by shal%}this twin depoeit
probably represents debris from excavations for snother kive or deep
room nearby, There is of course tlhe possibility that a period of
abandonment of the site 1s indieated, but in view of the other evidence
this seems im»robable,

Upon the shale lies a thick deposit of refuse comnosed of
many lenses of charcoal, silty cultural debris, etc., This stratum is
cuite thick in the wastern sector of Festure 2 but wedges out En the wae

west, Deposition of this refuse was interrupted by the intrusion of a
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thin layer of carbonacedus shale, possibly the @ebris of further
excavetions nearby, which now appears at about the medien line of
refuse stratum, In the western portion of the pit this layer rises
ebove the kiva walls end shows a hard tramped sandy surface, apparently

e level of occupation rather than deposition, Tpon this surface small

ral

lenseg of verv rich refuse asccumulated and upon them and upon the

surface gf§ mesonry wells of the Pueblo superstructure of Be50, ing

this cose @B those of the rectangular room inelosing Kiva IV,( )
) Feature 2.
were erected, cutting 'crossotf‘

iva walls and resting on the

lower £ill of the kiva itself, Still another masonry wall,in the

seme exlis ag the wast wall of the Kiva IV enclogure, cut across the
“

£ill and wells of Feature 2 on the north and w&sﬁi This wall had

aprepeltYy connected with the corner of the Kiva IV struecture at one

time, but an early explorastory trench cutting along the north wall

of the strueture hed removed this eonnection if it existed, A dia-

grematie sketch of the relation of Feature 2 to underlying deposits,

its own fill, and the later structures c'm:crz.m.ﬂosed upon itse fill

is shown in Fig. 1* .

\gainst the east wall of the Pueblo II structure and filling

the slight depression remeining in the ezst sector of Feature 2

there was a further deposition of refuse, probsbly from the PhebdbkO

IT stmmeture itself, This not only filled the last exposed portions
of Feature 2, above the thin shale lensgy and erosional surf=ce, but
formed a thick blanket of debris over the surrounding ground level,

A lense of ss‘d and silty clay in this refuse may represent temporary
abendonment .ﬂ' heavy rains, or nearby building operations, The

upper refuse layer, slightly reworked by wind end wash, forms th

present ground surface of the sgite,

Culturel factors associsted with the mechanieal stratification
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Part @ ¥ - Artifacts Other Than Pottery

( To be inserted later)
Part VI. - Summary and Conelusion

Feature 2, BeS0 has been identified as a kiva of early Pueblo
pottery
I times, On the besis of asaooiete%'complex, overlying pottery com-

plex in the fill, and superposition of structure%,the following

seqouwance of events may be reconstructed,

1, Teature 2 was constructed, used, and abandonedl during early
Pueblo I times, Its relationship to earlier Basket Maker
IIT oceupation of the site is not known,

ando s @£¢' /
2e For a short period following its abendonment,the structure
was used as a dumping ground by the occupants of nearby
early Pueblo I peoples., Refuse and wind-~blown send acemmulated
on its floor, and it was probably robbed of its roofing
timbers.

3¢ The digging of pites for Pueblo I subserrsncan structures
sduth-west of Feature 2 resulted in a large quanity of
culturally sterile adobe and shale being dumped into the
pit. Following this,refuse was thrown habituslly into the
remaining depressiofl until about the end of Pueblo I times,

4, Following this long vperiod. of dumping some erosion of the
surface occurred and the enclosing wellgof Kiva IV, together
with one wall of another structure to tHe north, were built
on the fill of Feature 2 and on the surrounding eroded surface
This avpparently occured in early Pueblo II times,

S, Refuse from the Pueblo II houses aceumulated in the remaining
small depression of Feature 2, Occasional building overations
brought up Pueblo I and Basket Maker ITI refuse from deep
levels of Be50. end-/® this was mixed with the Pueblo
II refuse overlying Feature 2, Later some Pueblo III debris
was mixed with this layer, '

6. The site wes abandoned and a long period of erosion resulted,
The surface Oﬁbﬁ§EESitp was somewhalt washed and wind-blown
gand and humu xed with the upper part of the refuse, No
sign of the exﬁstonce of Feeture 2 was left at the surface,
This was the condition of Feature 2 at the time of first
excavations at Be50,
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Figure 1 - P2an and Sectio:
Code

2. Benoh or shelf

be Internal orfice of ventilstor

¢e Externsl orfice of ventilator

de Firevnit

e. Deflector

f. Slab partisition

g+ Plastered floor pits

he Slab lined bin.

i. Irregular floor pits :

je Pit in floor pluzged with adobe and 2 larze stone.

ke Small wall cavities, plastered,

1. - (not used)

m, Unworked slabs leaned against well .m, Similar sleb plastered to wall
0o Metate leaned ageinst angle of wall and sleb narti n
Pe "orked semi-lunate stone slzb on floor.

a. Stone on floor.

Tre ‘bajo Hed-on-orasnge bowl base get on floor.

S. Slullp in well renresenting former wall @ysts

t. Bowl fregment in fireplace (Lino Grey %)

u, Postholes

Ve Small postmoldd lingng ventilator horizontal vassage.
w., Slipappu

x. -Not used

Yo Stone with polished eomeave unper surface; rests on floor
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