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THE GREAT HOUSES OF CHACO CANYON
GROUP OF ruins representing the greatest architectural
flowering of the ancient inhabitants of America, north

of Mexico, is found in Chaeco Canyon, in northwestern New _

Mexico, The canyon is reached from Thoreay on Highway

88, by a fair dirt road, sixty miles, or from the Albuguer-
e~ Farm%ng‘fm highway,
The great community houses of Chaco, some of them

ies high, were built of sandetone blocks
laid in couvses of varying thickness. They stood in the
midst of a desolate plain, the Navajo desert, now ineapable
of supporting any population except the wandering
g Here are twelve large community houses, smaller
talus units, many small moun nd in connection with the
houses are nog . stalrways, and passages,
Mearby are fis is, sizu’}u evidences of ancient ditches,
and ihe *mntsm;a w o are that the populativn depended
mainly upon sgricaliure for subsistence.
hest zmm n of the Chaco ruins are Chetve Ketl,
o, Hongo Pavi, Uns Vida, WijiHi, Pefinseo
Bifmm Kin Biniola, and one of the smaller ruing, Vellow
House. Seversl are owned by the School. The Tniversity
ory, s
conducts summer field schools. The remainder of the ruing
are owned by the federal government, which constituted
the area & national monument in 1907, and maintaing a
ecusbodian,

A visdt 1o Chace Canyon gives
sompething of the Southwestern des and the very inter-
exting pe whe have inhabited 71 i centuries,
the Navajo. Thi

originally five

owng others, maintaing an archassloglesl st

4

an opportunity to see

13 g the lavpest of all surviving Indian
tribes in the ¥United States, numbering nearly ffty thoun-
sand people. The Navaje present one of the Snest physical

types on-the continent: They are largely pastoral) and ada
to their incomes by weaving and trading the famous
Navaio blankets,
A section of Yellow House, one of the smaller Chaco
i p'(‘i‘t}}‘s*{i in the u 18l photograph taken from the
ve, on the apposite page.
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