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      aggregated villages with Great Kivas                                            scattered households, no villages early Great Houses (GHs) in
Chaco Canyon (CC), major
increase in settlement after
875, roads? water-control
systems?

little constr at CC GHs, some lots of GH constr & remodeling, GH constr
& adds.,
kivas shift
to rmblks,
more kivas
and Great
Kivas
(GKs),
signal net-
work, water
control
revamped

maj remod maj reoccup in CC, new sites
or rebuilding old sites, GH use is
primarily in kivas, remod GKs 

s mall isolated sites
early outlier GHs; lots of small major depopulation of small GHs, new in defensive locations
site constr, clustered around GHs; sites, last use of original GH GH form,
roads; water control; pop high room plan, expansion of roads domestic

use of GHs,
incr in 
small sites

Great House roomblocks
and McElmo roomblocks
number construction events

13 to 15
10 to 12
7 to 9
4 to 6
1 to 3

Great House associated features
# cases

Compound masonry 4 7 12 14 9 0 46

Core-Veneer masonry 1 1 4 9 16 18 15 2 66

Tower kivas 1 1 2 4 2 0 10

Courtyards 1 2 1 0 8 5 1 18

Enclosed plazas 1 0 5 7 18 12 12 2 57

Berms 1 1 1 3 5 11 7 0 29

Roadways 1 1 7 8 19 29 15 3 83

Earliest appearance of this feature type
Largest number of GHs associated with this feature type constructed

Note:  What is being dated is construction of the GH associated with the feature type. 
The features themselves are largely undated by currently available research.
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Number Great Houses in Use by Region # dated # known
GHs GHs

Central San Juan Basin (CSJB) 2? 3 6 8 19 25 29 11 38 40

Lobo Mesa/San Juan Basin (LMSJB) 2 4 9 10 6 1 10 10

Lobo Mesa/Red Mesa Valley (LMRMV) 3 7 18 19 7 1 19 20

Chuska Slope (CS) 4 5 7 9 8 9 9

Totah/Upper San Juan River (TUSJR) 1 3 8 8 8 9

San Juan Foothills (SJF) 3 8 14 9 15 20

Rio Puerco of the West (RPW) 1 3 9 13 7 20 22

Mid San Juan-Lower Chinle Wash (MSJ) 1 1 2 9 12 11 13 14

Upper Chinle-Canyon de Chelly (UCCC) 3 7 6 7 7

Defiance Plateau (DP) 2 2 5 7 5 9 10

Black Mesa (BM) 1 1 3 3 1 3 3

Acoma (AC)
1st GH construction

1 2 4 5 4 5 5

Cibola/Zuni
Greatest number GHs in use

2 2 3 6 6 6 11 30

TOTAL Note:  1150–1200 probably overestimated 0 3 14 31 68 111 126 78 167 199

Populus sm 17%

Construction and
fuelwood usage

GH  2%
P/J sm 27%

GH  2%
PP sm 37%

GH 52%
DF/s/f sm 15%

  Trace

  Trace

GH 33%
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Labor investment in
Great House construction
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Weighted moving average

Five-year values
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Time Periods


